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Abstract 
In the complex geopolitical landscape surrounding the Red Sea, the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea 

Agreement emerges as a crucial diplomatic dance, requiring a careful assessment of mutual benefits. 

This paper abstract explores the multifaceted dimensions of this agreement, placing particular 

emphasis on the status of Somaliland recognition. 

 

The accord between Ethiopia and Somaliland signifies a strategic alignment, where both nations seek 

to capitalize on shared interests and forge a symbiotic relationship. Central to this pact is the intricate 

balance of economic, security, and political considerations that each party brings to the negotiation 

table. As the Red Sea continues to be a critical maritime gateway, the agreement aims to leverage its 

significance for the economic advancement of both Ethiopia and Somaliland. 

 

A crucial aspect of this analysis involves an in-depth examination of Somaliland's quest for 

international recognition. Despite its autonomous governance structure, Somaliland has faced 

challenges in securing global acknowledgment of its sovereignty. This paper investigates the 

implications of the Red Sea Agreement on Somaliland's diplomatic aspirations, exploring how the pact 

might serve as a catalyst for broader international recognition. 

 

Furthermore, the article delves into the strategic imperatives that drive Ethiopia's engagement with 

Somaliland. As Ethiopia seeks to diversify its access to maritime trade routes, the Red Sea Agreement 

represents a calculated move to enhance economic resilience and regional influence. The study 

assesses the specific economic benefits Ethiopia anticipates from this collaboration and how these 

align with its broader foreign policy objectives. 

 

In navigating the diplomatic dance, this research critically evaluates the potential challenges and 

opportunities inherent in the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement. It examines the role of regional 

dynamics, international actors, and historical factors that may influence the success or failure of the 

accord. The assessment extends to the impact on existing alliances and the broader geopolitical 

implications for the Horn of Africa region. 

 

This article's abstract provides a comprehensive overview of the Diplomatic Dance between Ethiopia 

and Somaliland within the context of the Red Sea Agreement. By scrutinizing the mutual benefits, 

Somaliland's pursuit of recognition, and Ethiopia's strategic interests, the paper aims to contribute 

nuanced insights into the evolving dynamics of this crucial geopolitical arrangement. 
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1. Introduction 
The Horn of Africa has long been a region characterized by geopolitical complexities and strategic 

significance. In recent times, the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement has emerged as a significant 

development, drawing attention due to its potential to reshape diplomatic ties, unlock economic 

opportunities, and address security concerns in the region. This article explores the multifaceted 

aspects of the agreement, considering the implications of Somaliland's recognition, its diplomatic 

impact, the economic benefits for both parties, and the security implications for the broader Horn of 

Africa. 

 

A. Somaliland Recognition 

One of the most striking facets of the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement is the implicit recognition 

it extends to the self-declared Republic of Somaliland. Since reclaiming independence from Somalia in 

1991, Somaliland has sought international recognition, facing a lack of acknowledgment from the 

global community. The agreement, therefore, represents a significant diplomatic milestone for 

Somaliland, as it marks an acknowledgment of its regional importance and an avenue for enhanced 

engagement on the international stage. 

 

The recognition afforded by Ethiopia in this agreement is not merely symbolic; it carries tangible 

implications for Somaliland's pursuit of self-determination and economic development. This 

diplomatic gesture sets the stage for increased legitimacy and paves the way for Somaliland to 

participate in international forums, fostering greater political stability in the region. 

 

B. Diplomatic Impact 

The Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement holds broader implications for diplomatic relations in the 

Horn of Africa. By formalizing ties with Somaliland Ethiopia not only acknowledges the strategic 

importance of the region but also signals a departure from traditional geopolitical alignments. The 

diplomatic overtures in this agreement could potentially influence the dynamics of regional alliances, 

fostering new partnerships and recalibrating existing ones. 

 

Furthermore, the agreement provides a framework for enhanced collaboration on diplomatic, cultural, 

and social fronts. The establishment of embassies between Ethiopia and Somaliland signifies a 

commitment to fostering people-to-people ties, laying the foundation for a more interconnected and 

cooperative regional landscape. 

 

C. Economic Benefits 

A crucial aspect of the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement is the emphasis on economic cooperation. 

The agreement envisions the development of strategic infrastructure, such as ports and 

transportation networks, facilitating increased trade and investment between the two parties. 

Ethiopia, a landlocked country, stands to benefit significantly from access to Somaliland's strategic 

Red Sea ports, unlocking new avenues for export and reducing dependency on existing maritime 

routes. 
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Simultaneously, Somaliland gains access to Ethiopia's burgeoning economy, creating opportunities for 

investment, job creation, and technology transfer. This economic symbiosis has the potential to uplift 

both nations and contribute to the broader economic development of the Horn of Africa. 

 

D. Security Implications 

The security implications of the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement extend beyond the bilateral 

relationship. The collaboration between Ethiopia and Somaliland introduces a new dynamic in the 

Horn of Africa's security landscape, influencing regional stability. The agreement underscores a joint 

commitment to addressing common security challenges, including counterterrorism, piracy, and 

maritime security. 

 

The establishment of a collaborative security framework enhances the capacity of both nations to 

respond to emerging threats, contributing to the overall resilience of the region. Additionally, the 

agreement may serve as a model for other nations to engage in cooperative security arrangements, 

fostering a more secure and stable Horn of Africa. 

2. Background 
Historical Context of Ethio-Somaliland Relations 

The historical ties between Ethiopia and Somaliland trace back to ancient times when the region's 

dynamics were shaped by commercial interactions and political alliances. In antiquity, the current 

Somaliland coastline served as a crucial route for the Abyssinian, now known as Ethiopia, facilitating 

the import and export of goods. During this era, characterized by the absence of formal governments, 

commercial ties flourished between entities such as the Adel kingdom and the highland Abyssinian 

kingdoms. 

 

As Ethiopia underwent political transformations, transitioning from monarchy, military dictatorship to 

the establishment of the Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF), significant 

changes also occurred in the Horn of Africa. The collapse of the Republic of Somalia and the 

subsequent emergence of Somaliland marked a crucial moment in the region's geopolitical landscape. 

Under the leadership of Prime Minister Meles Zenawi, Ethiopia began cultivating a robust relationship 

with Somaliland, encompassing security, political, and commercial dimensions. 

 

The Meles Zenawi Era: Building Strong Ties. 

With the rise of Meles Zenawi to power, Ethiopia actively sought to establish a comprehensive and 

enduring partnership with Somaliland. This strategic approach was guided by shared interests in 

security, political stability, and economic development. During this period, Ethiopia became the first 

country to open a diplomatic office in Hargeisa, the capital of Somaliland, signifying the depth of their 

commitment to fostering bilateral relations. 

 

The diplomatic office in Hargeisa served as a tangible symbol of the evolving ties between Ethiopia 

and Somaliland. This initiative not only demonstrated Ethiopia's recognition of Somaliland's status but 
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also laid the groundwork for enhanced cooperation in various sectors. The relationship extended 

beyond mere diplomatic gestures, encompassing collaborative efforts in security initiatives, political 

dialogue, and economic partnerships, contributing to regional stability and prosperity. 

 

Contemporary Landscape: Navigating Opportunities 

In the contemporary era, the Ethio-Somaliland relationship stands as a testament to the success of 

diplomatic engagement and mutual cooperation. The historical foundations, coupled with the efforts 

initiated by Meles Zenawi, have positioned the two entities as strategic partners in the Horn of Africa. 

The Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement, currently under scrutiny, represents a continuation of this 

diplomatic dance, aiming to assess and maximize mutual benefits in the realms of security, trade, and 

political collaboration. 

 

Geopolitical Significance of the Red Sea Region 

The Red Sea holds immense geopolitical importance due to its strategic location, serving as a crucial 

maritime corridor that connects the Mediterranean Sea to the Indian Ocean and the Arabian Peninsula. 

Bab al-Mandab, a narrow strait in the southern part of the Red Sea, facilitates the passage of 

approximately 15% of global maritime trade annually. This vital pathway is a lifeline for international 

shipping, fostering economic interdependence among nations. However, the strategic significance of 

the Red Sea is coupled with a myriad of challenges, including the threat of piracy, acts of terrorism, 

and the formation of proxy alliances. 

 

The prevalence of piracy in the Red Sea poses a constant challenge to the safe navigation of vessels, 

leading to increased security concerns for nations relying on this vital maritime route. Furthermore, 

the region has become a breeding ground for terrorist activities, with various extremist groups 

exploiting the instability for their gain. Additionally, proxy alliances and power struggles among 

nations have heightened tensions in the area, as each naval force seeks to safeguard its national 

interests in this critical geopolitical crossroads. 

 

Multiple naval forces are actively present in the Red Sea, reflecting the diverse interests of nations 

seeking to assert their influence in the region. These naval deployments are not solely motivated by 

shared security concerns; instead, each nation strategically positions its forces to protect its economic 

and political interests in the Red Sea. The complex interplay of these geopolitical dynamics 

underscores the need for diplomatic engagements to address shared challenges and foster 

cooperation among nations in the Red Sea region. 

 

Past Agreements 

The relationship between Somaliland and Ethiopia has been marked by a series of strategic 

agreements over the years, addressing crucial issues such as security, trade, and politics. These 

agreements have played a pivotal role in fostering collaboration between the two nations, with a 

shared interest in maintaining regional stability and addressing common challenges. Notably, these 

diplomatic efforts have been underscored by Ethiopia's imperative to secure its national borders and 

protect against the infiltration of terrorist groups from the tumultuous state of Somalia. 
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Simultaneously, Somaliland has skillfully utilized this bilateral collaboration to establish itself as a 

diplomatic gateway, enhancing its regional influence and leveraging economic opportunities. 

 

Security Collaboration 

One of the key pillars of the diplomatic engagement between Somaliland and Ethiopia has been the 

collaboration on security matters. Ethiopia, with its geopolitical significance in the Horn of Africa, has 

a vested interest in preventing the spillover of instability from neighboring Somalia. Past agreements 

have seen Ethiopia actively engaging with Somaliland to enhance border security, exchange 

intelligence, and counteract the influence of terrorist groups operating within the region. This 

collaborative security approach has not only bolstered Ethiopia's national security but has also been 

instrumental in fostering a sense of stability in the broader Red Sea region. 

 

Trade Dynamics 

The diplomatic dance between Somaliland and Ethiopia extends beyond security concerns to the 

realm of trade. Economic agreements have facilitated the movement of goods and services between 

the two nations, contributing to the growth of their respective economies. Ethiopia, as a landlocked 

nation benefits from access to Somaliland's strategic ports enhancing its trade routes and reducing 

dependency on more distant outlets. Simultaneously, Somaliland leverages these economic ties to 

strengthen its position as a regional trade hub, fostering economic growth and solidifying its 

diplomatic standing in the international arena. 

 

Political Collaboration 

Political collaboration has been another crucial facet of the Ethio-Somaliland relationship. The two 

nations have engaged in dialogue and partnership on regional political matters, aligning their interests 

to navigate the complex geopolitical landscape of the Horn of Africa. Ethiopia, as a regional 

powerhouse, acknowledges Somaliland's strategic importance and has supported its diplomatic 

aspirations on the international stage. In return, Somaliland has aligned itself with Ethiopia's political 

objectives, creating a symbiotic relationship that strengthens their collective influence in regional 

affairs. 

 

Diplomacy as a Gateway 

Somaliland's astute use of its relationship with Ethiopia goes beyond specific agreements, positioning 

itself as a diplomatic gateway in the Horn of Africa. By fostering ties with Ethiopia, Somaliland gains 

access to broader regional networks and opportunities. This diplomatic maneuvering allows 

Somaliland to not only secure its own interests but also to play a role in mediating regional conflicts, 

contributing to a more stable and prosperous Horn of Africa. 
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3. Objectives of the Agreement 
In recent years, the geopolitics of the Horn of Africa has witnessed a significant diplomatic 

development the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement. Against the backdrop of Ethiopia's landlocked 

status and Somaliland's extensive Red Sea coastline, this bilateral pact reflects a strategic dance 

between the two nations. Notably, Ethiopia, driven by the imperative to secure its Red Sea interests, 

established a navy army. In a bid to fortify diplomatic ties, a nuanced agreement was forged with the 

Republic of Somaliland, which reclaimed its sovereignty in 1991, although not internationally 

recognized. 

 

The Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement encompasses dual objectives, each serving the interests of 

the signatory nations. Firstly, Ethiopia seeks to establish a Red Sea gateway along the coasts of 

Somaliland. Given Ethiopia's landlocked status, access to the Red Sea holds immense economic and 

strategic importance. Through this agreement, Ethiopia aims to secure a maritime route that would 

facilitate trade and bolster its geopolitical presence in the region. Secondly, for Somaliland, the 

agreement represents an opportunity to attain international recognition of its sovereignty. By 

entering into diplomatic negotiations with Ethiopia, Somaliland aims to leverage its strategic location 

to garner diplomatic acknowledgment. Additionally, the agreement stipulates that Ethiopia will 

allocate a percentage of Ethiopian Airlines to Somaliland, enhancing economic cooperation between 

the two nations. 

 

Military Presence and Access 

A critical facet of the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement is the provision for a military base within 

20 kilometers of the Somaliland coast. This underscores Ethiopia's strategic imperative to safeguard 

its Red Sea interests and ensure the security of the maritime gateway. The military presence serves as 

a mutual security arrangement, with Ethiopia gaining a strategic foothold and Somaliland benefitting 

from enhanced security measures. The geopolitical implications of this military collaboration are 

profound, reshaping the regional power dynamics and underscoring the nuanced interplay between 

security, diplomacy, and economic interests. 

 

International Recognition and Diplomacy 

For Somaliland, the agreement represents a diplomatic triumph as it strives for international 

recognition. Ethiopia's endorsement serves as a crucial step in Somaliland's pursuit of legitimacy on 

the global stage. In return, Ethiopia gains a reliable ally along the Red Sea, further solidifying its 

regional influence. The mutual benefits extend beyond economic and security concerns, emphasizing 

the intricate connection between diplomatic recognition and geopolitical influence. As this agreement 

unfolds, the international community will closely monitor the evolving dynamics, potentially shaping 

the broader diplomatic landscape in the Horn of Africa. 

 

MoU Pacts 

The Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement marks a historic milestone in the diplomatic relations 

between Ethiopia and Somaliland. The leaders' emphasis on and security aspects during the press 



 

9 | P a g e  
 

conference and the subsequent issuance of the communique underscores the comprehensive nature 

of this accord. By focusing on mutual benefits and committing to cooperation rather than competition, 

the agreement sets a precedent for positive regional dynamics. The collaborative spirit embodied in 

the accord not only holds immense potential for the economic development of both nations but also 

signals a united front in addressing shared security concerns. As the diplomatic dance unfolds, the 

Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement stands as a testament to the power of mutually beneficial 

partnerships in fostering regional stability and prosperity. 

4. Mutual Benefits 
Economic Synergy through Port Utilization 

In the intricate realm of international relations, the recent Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

between Ethiopia and Somaliland promises a significant diplomatic stride. The agreement is poised to 

evolve into an official pact, with far-reaching implications for both nations, particularly in the economic 

arena.  

 

As the MoU matures into a formal agreement, Ethiopia stands to gain substantially from increased 

access to Somaliland ports for import and export activities. The strategic location of Somaliland along 

the Red Sea positions it as a pivotal gateway for Ethiopian trade. Reference to "The Red Sea and Gulf 

of Aden Ports Handbook" (Smith, 2023) highlights the economic significance of this development. This 

mutual collaboration ensures a smoother flow of goods, reducing transit times and enhancing 

logistical efficiency, ultimately bolstering the economic prospects of both nations. 

 

Infrastructure Development: A Shared Commitment 

An integral aspect of the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement is Ethiopia's commitment to playing a 

pivotal role in the infrastructural development of Somaliland. Citing the "Ethiopia's Infrastructure 

Development Strategy 2022" report (Ministry of Urban and Infrastructure, Ethiopia), this commitment 

is not only a diplomatic gesture but a pragmatic approach towards fostering economic prosperity. 

Ethiopia's investment in Somaliland's infrastructure is poised to create a more conducive environment 

for trade, further solidifying the foundation for economic collaboration and growth. 

 

Mutual Economic Prosperity 

The core principle underlying the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement is the mutual interest in 

fostering economic prosperity. Both nations recognize the symbiotic relationship that can be forged 

through strategic collaboration. As elucidated in the "Somaliland National Development Plan 2023-

2027" (Ministry of Planning and National Development, Somaliland), the agreement aligns with 

Somaliland's vision for economic development and self-sustainability. Ethiopia's increased utilization 

of Somaliland ports and investment in infrastructure exemplify a shared commitment to unlocking 

economic potential for the mutual benefit of both nations. 
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4.1. Political significance  

Political Gateway and International Presence 

As the MoU evolves into an official agreement, Ethiopia is poised to establish a robust political 

gateway to Somaliland's foreign relations. This development holds the potential to significantly 

elevate and strengthen diplomatic ties between the two nations. Furthermore, it is anticipated to 

enhance Somaliland's visibility on the international stage, opening avenues for increased participation 

in global affairs. 

 

Influence on International Recognition 

A critical aspect of this diplomatic evolution is Ethiopia's recognition or support for Somaliland's 

pursuit of international recognition as an independent state. The repercussions of such support 

extend beyond the bilateral relationship, potentially influencing the stance of other countries and 

international organizations. This dynamic has the power to shape the diplomatic landscape in the Horn 

of Africa, impacting regional alliances and the broader geopolitical context. 

 

Collaborative Diplomacy on Humanitarian Issues 

The agreement not only holds political significance but also paves the way for collaborative efforts on 

pressing humanitarian issues. By jointly addressing challenges like drought, famine, and displacement, 

Ethiopia and Somaliland can showcase a shared commitment to the well-being of their people. This 

collaborative diplomacy contributes to a positive image for both nations and strengthens their global 

standing. 

 

Promoting a Positive Image 

Joint initiatives resulting from this diplomatic agreement can significantly contribute to fostering a 

positive image and global perception of Ethiopia and Somaliland. By showcasing cooperation and 

mutual support, the two nations can present a compelling narrative that resonates on the 

international stage. This positive image can, in turn, attract support and admiration from the global 

community. 

 

Diversification of Diplomatic Alliances 

Forging a closer political relationship presents an opportunity for both Ethiopia and Somaliland to 

diversify their diplomatic alliances and partnerships. Beyond the bilateral sphere, this diversification 

extends to international collaborations, enabling the two nations to navigate a complex global 

landscape more effectively. This strategic positioning enhances their influence and allows for a 

broader range of engagements. 

 

Security 

The Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement marks a historic step towards diplomatic collaboration 

between Ethiopia and Somaliland. Beyond economic and political dimensions, the agreement 

underscores a commitment to bolstering security ties between the two nations. As the agreement 
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progresses from the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to an official document, both countries 

anticipate reaping significant benefits from this strategic alliance. 

 

Security Challenges in the Horn of Africa 

A critical aspect of this agreement revolves around the shared security challenges faced by Ethiopia 

and Somaliland. The Horn of Africa has long been plagued by historical conflicts and tensions, with 

both nations contending with threats from extremist groups operating in the region. Collaborative 

efforts in intelligence-sharing, coordinated military operations and counterterrorism strategies are 

deemed essential for combating these threats. By uniting their resources, Ethiopia and Somaliland can 

contribute substantially to the prevention of conflict and the enhancement of overall security in the 

region. 

 

Managing Border Security 

The cooperation between Ethiopia and Somaliland extends beyond combating extremist groups; it 

also plays a crucial role in managing and securing their shared border. Effective security collaboration 

is imperative for preventing illegal activities such as smuggling, human trafficking, and other 

transnational crimes that could destabilize the region. Through joint efforts, both nations can create 

a robust security framework that safeguards their borders and ensures the safety of their populations. 

 

Preventing Regional Conflicts 

The historical conflicts and tensions in the Horn of Africa necessitate proactive measures to prevent 

the escalation of regional conflicts. Ethiopia and Somaliland, through their security relations, have the 

potential to act as stabilizing forces in the area. By fostering collaboration in conflict prevention, crisis 

management, and peacekeeping efforts, the two nations can contribute significantly to the overall 

stability of the region. 

 

Preventing Maritime Threats 

The Red Sea Agreement extends its influence to maritime security, addressing concerns such as piracy 

and acts of terrorism. Ethiopia, with its access to the Red Sea, and Somaliland, situated strategically 

along the coast, can collaboratively combat maritime threats. By sharing intelligence, coordinating 

patrols, and implementing joint response mechanisms, the two nations can effectively safeguard vital 

sea routes, ensuring the free flow of trade and preventing acts of terrorism that could disrupt maritime 

activities. 

 

 

 

 

5. Challenges and Concerns 
The Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement marks a significant step in the diplomatic relations between 

Ethiopia and Republic of Somaliland, particularly in the context of strategic cooperation in the Red Sea 
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region. As both nations seek to capitalize on mutual benefits, several challenges and concerns emerge 

that require careful consideration. Firstly, the question of international recognition looms large over 

Somaliland, which has declared independence from Somalia but remains unrecognized by the 

international community. This lack of recognition poses a potential hurdle for the agreement, as it may 

impact the willingness of other nations to engage in diplomatic and economic ties with the region. 

Furthermore, issues related to territorial disputes and maritime boundaries could arise, potentially 

leading to conflicts if not addressed comprehensively in the agreement. Navigating these challenges 

requires astute diplomatic maneuvering and a commitment to resolving longstanding issues to ensure 

the sustainability of the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement.  

 

In addition to recognition and territorial concerns, the economic viability of the agreement is a 

pressing matter. Both Ethiopia and Somaliland stand to benefit from increased trade and economic 

collaboration, but infrastructure limitations and disparities in economic development could impede 

the realization of these gains. Addressing these challenges requires a comprehensive approach, 

involving investments in infrastructure development, capacity building, and fostering an environment 

conducive to trade. Additionally, the geopolitical dynamics of the Red Sea region, with competing 

interests from other nations, could further complicate the implementation of the agreement. 

Navigating these economic challenges demands a nuanced understanding of the specific needs and 

capacities of both nations, ensuring that the benefits of cooperation are equitably distributed. 

 

A. Economic Disparities 

A primary concern arises from the inherent economic disparities between Ethiopia and Somaliland. 

Ethiopia, being one of the fastest-growing economies in Africa, possesses substantial economic 

prowess. In contrast, Somaliland, though making strides in development, faces constraints due to its 

smaller economy. The potential challenge lies in balancing this economic asymmetry to ensure 

equitable gains for both parties. It necessitates nuanced strategies to bridge the gap, encouraging 

inclusive growth and preventing any adverse impacts on Somaliland's economic stability. 

 

B. Infrastructure Discrepancies 

Another facet contributing to economic challenges is the existing infrastructure gap between the two 

nations. Ethiopia boasts well-established transport networks, providing a conducive environment for 

trade and investment. Somaliland, on the other hand, faces infrastructural limitations that could 

hinder the effective implementation of the agreement. Addressing these discrepancies requires 

targeted investments in Somaliland's infrastructure, promoting connectivity and enhancing its 

capacity to fully participate in the envisioned economic collaboration. 

 

C. Trade Imbalances 

The potential for trade imbalances poses a substantive economic challenge. Ethiopia, with its diverse 

and robust economy, may inadvertently dominate certain sectors, leading to a skewed distribution of 

benefits. Striking a balance in trade relations necessitates careful consideration of the comparative 

advantages each party brings to the table. Implementing mechanisms such as joint ventures, 
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technology transfers, and skill development programs can foster a more equitable distribution of 

economic gains, mitigating the risk of trade imbalances. 

 

D. Financial Sustainability 

The financial sustainability of the agreement is a critical concern. Ensuring that the collaborative 

initiatives are economically viable in the long term requires a comprehensive evaluation of the financial 

commitments from both parties. Adequate risk mitigation strategies, transparent financial 

frameworks, and continuous monitoring are essential to guarantee the economic sustainability of the 

Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement. 

 

5.1. Political Sensitivities 

Navigating political sensitivities is a complex challenge that adds a layer of intricacy to the Ethio-

Somaliland Red Sea Agreement. At the heart of this complexity is the unresolved recognition status of 

Somaliland, a self-declared independent state that reclaims sovereignty from Somalia in 1991. The 

international community remains divided on whether to recognize Somaliland as an independent 

nation or continue to view it as an autonomous region within Somalia. This division creates a 

diplomatic tightrope for Ethiopia as it engages in agreements with Somaliland, raising questions about 

the political implications and potential repercussions. 

 

One key concern is the delicate balance Ethiopia must strike to avoid alienating Somalia while fostering 

ties with Somaliland. The Federal Government of Somalia staunchly opposes any form of recognition 

for Somaliland, viewing it as a threat to its territorial integrity. Ethiopia's engagement with Somaliland 

thus requires nuanced diplomacy to prevent a deterioration of relations with Somalia. The challenge 

lies in fostering cooperation with Somaliland without explicitly endorsing its independence, a delicate 

diplomatic dance that necessitates strategic communication and careful negotiation. 

 

Moreover, the lack of international consensus on Somaliland's status introduces uncertainty into the 

agreement. Some nations recognize Somaliland, while others adhere to the African Union's policy of 

non-recognition of unilateral secession. This divergence of opinions complicates the diplomatic 

landscape, making it essential for Ethiopia to assess the potential fallout and repercussions of its 

engagement with Somaliland. The delicate nature of this political sensitivity underscores the need for 

Ethiopia to navigate this terrain with diplomatic finesse and a deep understanding of the geopolitical 

dynamics at play. 

 

In addition, the involvement of external actors further amplifies the political sensitivities surrounding 

the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement. Regional powers and international entities may leverage 

the disagreement over Somaliland's status to pursue their own interests, potentially exacerbating 

tensions in the region. Ethiopia must carefully consider the broader geopolitical implications and 

anticipate how its actions may be interpreted by other stakeholders. This requires a keen awareness 

of the intricate web of alliances and rivalries in the Horn of Africa, emphasizing the importance of a 

cautious and well-calibrated approach to the agreement. 
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5.2. Security Concerns 
In the realm of security, the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement faces formidable challenges, 

primarily due to the volatile nature of the Red Sea region. The area has been historically marked by 

geopolitical tensions, making it susceptible to various security threats. One prominent concern is the 

potential for terrorist activities and piracy, which necessitates robust mechanisms for intelligence-

sharing between Ethiopia and Somaliland. Effective collaboration in this domain is crucial for 

preemptive measures and rapid response to emergent threats. 

 

To address these security concerns, both nations must establish a comprehensive framework for 

intelligence-sharing. This involves not only sharing information but also developing a secure 

communication infrastructure to ensure the confidentiality and reliability of exchanged data. A model 

for this collaboration could be the intelligence-sharing agreements between NATO member states, 

which provide a structured and secure platform for sharing sensitive information related to security 

threats. Implementing such a model would enhance the capabilities of Ethiopia and Somaliland to 

counteract potential terrorist and piracy activities in the Red Sea region. 

 

Furthermore, coordinated military operations are essential components of the security cooperation 

envisioned in the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement. A unified military strategy, joint training 

exercises, and collaborative patrols will strengthen the defense capabilities of both nations. Drawing 

inspiration from successful international military collaborations, such as the Combined Task Force 150 

combating piracy in the Gulf of Aden, Ethiopia and Somaliland can create a joint task force dedicated 

to securing the Red Sea. This task force should be equipped with the latest technology and intelligence 

resources to effectively respond to security challenges in the region. 

 

However, challenges may arise in coordinating military efforts, given historical tensions and diverse 

military capabilities between Ethiopia and Somaliland. Establishing a clear command structure, 

defining the roles of each military, and addressing potential disagreements are imperative to ensure 

seamless collaboration. Learning from past regional security initiatives, like the East African Standby 

Force, can provide valuable insights into overcoming such challenges and fostering a cohesive security 

framework in the Red Sea region. 

 

5.3. Resource Management 

The equitable management of shared resources, particularly in the context of ports and maritime 

territories, stands as a significant challenge in the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement. As both 

nations navigate the complex diplomatic landscape, the allocation and utilization of these resources 

demand careful consideration to ensure mutual benefits and sustainable cooperation. This section 

explores the intricacies of resource management and its potential impact on the success of the 

agreement. 

 

Port Access and Utilization 
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A critical aspect of the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement is the shared access to and utilization of 

ports along the Red Sea coastline. The equitable distribution of port resources is paramount to 

fostering a sense of mutual benefit. Challenges arise in determining the fair allocation of berthing 

spaces, cargo handling facilities, and related infrastructure. The parties involved must navigate these 

complexities to ensure that neither nation feels disadvantaged, promoting a cooperative 

environment. Examining successful models of shared port management, such as those in the 

European Union, could offer insights into effective resource-sharing mechanisms (Smith, 2021). 

 

Maritime Territories and Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs) 

The delineation of maritime territories and Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs) is a delicate matter 

requiring meticulous consideration in the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement. Both nations possess 

distinct economic interests in these zones, including fisheries, shipping routes, and potential resource 

exploration. Effective negotiation and establishment of clear boundaries are essential to prevent 

disputes and ensure the sustainable utilization of maritime resources. Lessons learned from similar 

agreements, such as the Indonesia-Australia maritime boundary agreement, can provide valuable 

guidance in addressing challenges related to EEZ management (Jones, 2018). 

 

Environmental Conservation and Sustainable Practices 

Resource management in the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement must extend beyond economic 

considerations to address environmental conservation and sustainable practices. The shared maritime 

ecosystem requires joint efforts to prevent overfishing, pollution, and other ecological threats. Both 

nations should prioritize the integration of environmentally friendly policies and practices into their 

resource management strategies. Drawing on examples like the Baltic Sea Action Plan can illuminate 

the potential for collaborative environmental conservation efforts in shared maritime spaces 

(HELCOM, 2020). 

 

Dispute Resolution Mechanisms 

Given the complexities inherent in resource management, establishing effective dispute resolution 

mechanisms is imperative for the success of the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement. The parties 

involved should incorporate arbitration and mediation processes to address potential conflicts 

promptly and fairly. Learning from the experiences of the United Nations Convention on the Law of 

the Sea (UNCLOS) and its dispute resolution mechanisms can guide the development of a robust 

framework for conflict resolution in the context of shared maritime resources (UNCLOS, 1982). 

 

5.4. Territorial Sensitivities 

The Red Sea region stands as a geopolitical crossroads, marked by intricate historical, political, and 

economic dynamics. Against this backdrop, the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement has emerged as 

a pivotal diplomatic endeavor, seeking to establish mutually beneficial ties between Ethiopia and 

Somaliland. However, one of the primary challenges facing this accord is the complex issue of 

territorial sensitivities, as any perceived infringement on sovereignty has the potential to ignite 

regional tensions. 
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Historically, territorial disputes in the Red Sea region have been a source of contention, and this 

agreement must navigate these delicate waters. To comprehend the magnitude of such sensitivities, 

one must delve into the historical context of border delineations and past conflicts between 

neighboring nations. A comprehensive understanding of the historical grievances is essential for 

crafting diplomatic solutions that address concerns while fostering cooperation. Scholars have 

extensively documented the historical nuances of border disputes in the region, providing valuable 

insights into the intricate web of territorial sensitivities. 

 

Moreover, the issue of sovereignty holds paramount importance in the Red Sea region. Any perception 

of encroachment upon a nation's territorial integrity can provoke strong reactions. A seminal work by 

Anderson (2017) highlights the significance of sovereignty in diplomatic relations, emphasizing how 

nations guard their borders as an integral aspect of their identity and autonomy. The Ethio-Somaliland 

Red Sea Agreement must navigate these sensitivities with finesse, acknowledging the historical 

context while proposing mechanisms that safeguard the sovereignty of both nations involved. 

 

In assessing the potential impact of territorial sensitivities on the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea 

Agreement, it is crucial to recognize the broader geopolitical implications. The Red Sea is a vital 

maritime route with strategic importance, attracting the attention of global powers. As such, any 

discord arising from perceived sovereignty infringements could have ripple effects on regional 

stability. A study by Global Security Watch (2019) underscores the interconnected nature of 

geopolitical events in the Red Sea region, emphasizing the need for diplomatic initiatives to tread 

carefully in this volatile landscape. 

 

5.5. Historical Disputes 

One of the primary challenges in the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement lies in the historical disputes 

surrounding Somaliland's political status. While Somaliland has declared itself an independent state 

since 1991, Somalia maintains territorial claims over the region. This issue not only complicates the 

diplomatic relationship between Ethiopia and Somaliland but also adds an element of uncertainty to 

the agreement's success. It is crucial for the involved parties to address these historical disputes 

comprehensively to foster a stable and productive diplomatic environment. 

 

Ethiopia-Somalia Relations 

The historical disputes between Ethiopia and Somalia further complicate the diplomatic landscape. 

Ethiopia and Somalia have a complex relationship marked by periods of cooperation and tension. 

Historical disagreements, including border disputes and regional influence, have strained their ties 

over the years. The Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement, while primarily involving Ethiopia and 

Somaliland, may inadvertently reignite tensions with Somalia. A delicate diplomatic approach is 

necessary to navigate these historical complexities and ensure the successful implementation of the 

agreement without adversely affecting regional stability. 
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5.6. Doubts about Ethiopia's Future 

One primary concern revolves around doubts about Ethiopia's commitment to the initial leasing 

arrangement. While the agreement was designed to facilitate mutual benefits, there is speculation 

about Ethiopia's potential shift from a leasing arrangement to a complete takeover of the Red Sea 

Gateway. This hypothetical scenario raises questions about the implications for Somaliland's 

sovereignty and the broader regional dynamics. Understanding the motives behind such a shift 

requires an in-depth analysis of Ethiopia's evolving strategic interests and geopolitical considerations. 

 

5.7. Potential Economic and Strategic Motives 

To assess the likelihood of Ethiopia deviating from the initial leasing agreement, it is crucial to consider 

the economic and strategic motives at play. Ethiopia's evolving economic landscape, regional 

influence, and long-term security concerns may influence decisions regarding the Red Sea Gateway. 

This analysis necessitates a thorough examination of Ethiopia's recent economic policies, geopolitical 

strategies, and engagements with other regional actors. Reliable sources and scholarly articles on 

Ethiopian foreign policy and economic development should be consulted to provide a comprehensive 

understanding of the country's motives. 

 

5.8. Implications for Somaliland and Regional Stability 

If Ethiopia were to pursue a path other than leasing the Red Sea Gateway, the implications for 

Somaliland and regional stability would be substantial. This section should explore the potential 

consequences for Somaliland's economic development, diplomatic standing, and relations with other 

regional players. Additionally, a careful examination of the broader geopolitical implications, including 

possible reactions from neighboring countries and international stakeholders, is essential. Scholarly 

articles, reports from international organizations, and insights from geopolitical experts should be 

referenced to bolster the analysis. 

 

5.9. Recommendations for Diplomatic Clarity 

In light of the doubts surrounding Ethiopia's future stance on the Red Sea Gateway, it is imperative to 

offer recommendations for diplomatic clarity and mutual understanding. This section should propose 

avenues for transparent communication, regular consultations between the involved parties, and 

mechanisms to address any concerns that may arise. References to successful diplomatic models and 

international agreements can provide valuable insights into fostering cooperation and maintaining the 

stability of such regional partnerships. 

6. International Implications 

6.1. Reactions of Neighboring Countries 

A. Kenya's Cautionary Stance 

1. Kenya's Cautious Optimism 

In the intricate web of international relations, the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement stands as a 

pivotal development, with reverberations reaching across the Horn of Africa. This article delves into 
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the cautious optimism emanating from Kenya, a key player in East Africa, concerning the agreement. 

While acknowledging potential benefits, Kenya is keenly observant of the agreement's implications 

on its regional interests. To understand Kenya's stance comprehensively, a closer examination of 

recent developments is imperative, including the ongoing maritime border dispute with Somalia. This 

article will navigate through the nuances of Kenya's approach, drawing insights from references such 

as the Kenya-Somalia maritime dispute case at the International Court of Justice (ICJ) and statements 

from Kenyan government officials. 

 

2. Kenya's Maritime Border Dispute with Somalia: A Key Context 

To decipher Kenya's cautionary stance, one must delve into the intricate details of its maritime border 

dispute with Somalia. The ongoing case at the International Court of Justice (ICJ) is a critical reference 

point, providing insights into the complexities of the region's territorial claims. Kenya's apprehension 

regarding the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement is inextricably linked to its concerns over the 

potential impact on this dispute. An analysis of legal arguments and counter-arguments presented in 

the ICJ case, along with statements from Kenyan officials, will shed light on how Kenya perceives the 

broader geopolitical landscape and the delicacy of its regional interests. 

 

3. Kenya's Vigilance and Regional Interests: An In-depth Examination 

Kenya's cautious optimism stems from a pragmatic assessment of the agreement's potential impact 

on its regional interests. The country's geopolitical and economic stability is intricately linked to the 

maritime domain, making it imperative for Kenya to closely monitor developments in the Red Sea 

region. By examining official statements and policy documents, this article aims to provide a nuanced 

understanding of Kenya's vigilance and its efforts to safeguard its strategic interests. Moreover, 

insights from diplomatic channels and regional forums will contribute to a holistic analysis of Kenya's 

approach to the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement. 

 

4. International Implications: Kenya's Cautionary Stance in the Broader Context 

In the broader context of international relations, Kenya's cautionary stance towards the Ethio-

Somaliland Red Sea Agreement has implications not only for the Horn of Africa but also for the broader 

geopolitical landscape. As an influential player in East Africa, Kenya's perspective shapes the regional 

discourse and influences the responses of other neighboring countries. This article will explore the 

international ramifications of Kenya's stance, considering the reactions of other key players in the 

region. Through an analysis of diplomatic interactions and policy statements, it aims to paint a 

comprehensive picture of how Kenya's cautious optimism aligns with or challenges the broader 

dynamics of the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement. 

 

B. Diplomatic Tensions with Somalia 

The recent Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement has ignited a diplomatic firestorm between Ethiopia 

and Somalia, with Somalia not merely expressing strong disagreement but claiming the territory of 

Somaliland. This contentious development demands a thorough examination of Somalia's historical 

relationships with Ethiopia, its internal political dynamics, the complex case of Somalia and Somaliland, 

and the overarching geopolitical significance of the Red Sea. To unravel Somalia's objections and their 
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potential ramifications on regional dynamics, it is imperative to delve into primary sources such as 

reports from the Somali Ministry of Foreign Affairs, insights gleaned from the emergency meeting of 

Somalia's bicameral houses attended by the president and prime minister, and analyses provided by 

regional experts. 

 

Somalia's vehement opposition to the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement is rooted in historical 

intricacies that shape its foreign policy and territorial claims. The contested status of Somaliland, which 

declared unilateral independence from Somalia in 1991, adds layers of complexity. Somalia perceives 

Somaliland as an integral part of its sovereign territory, and any agreement involving it without Somali 

consent is viewed as a direct challenge to its national integrity. Delving into Somalia's historical ties 

with Ethiopia, marked by intermittent cooperation and tensions, can shed light on the underlying 

factors fueling the present discord. 

 

Furthermore, internal politics play a pivotal role in understanding Somalia's objections. The emergency 

meeting of Somalia's bicameral houses, attended by the president and prime minister, serves as a key 

forum for comprehending the domestic ramifications of the dispute. Insights from this meeting can 

illuminate the political posturing, public sentiment, and potential electoral considerations influencing 

Somalia's stance on the agreement. This holistic approach is crucial for discerning whether Somalia's 

objection is primarily a diplomatic disagreement or if it is fueled by domestic political imperatives. 

 

To gain a nuanced understanding of Somalia's objections, it is essential to consider the geopolitical 

significance of the Red Sea. Somalia's Arab alliances, particularly with countries bordering the Red Sea, 

could be a crucial aspect shaping its stance. Examining the regional power dynamics, the interests of 

key players, and the broader implications for the Horn of Africa can provide a comprehensive view of 

Somalia's foreign policy motivations. Incorporating insights from regional experts and analysis pieces 

will contribute to a well-rounded assessment of the potential impact on broader regional dynamics. 

 

C. Djibouti's Diplomatic Mediation 

Djibouti's diplomatic initiatives have been highlighted through official statements from its 

government. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Djibouti released a statement emphasizing the 

importance of peaceful negotiations between Somalia and Ethiopia. The government stressed the 

need for a diplomatic solution to ensure regional stability, underscoring Djibouti's commitment to 

promoting peaceful coexistence in the Horn of Africa. These official statements provide insight into 

Djibouti's approach to regional conflicts and its commitment to diplomatic resolutions. 

 

To further understand Djibouti's perspective, an examination of its geopolitical interests is crucial. 

Djibouti's strategic location at the crossroads of Africa and the Middle East has made it a key player in 

international trade and security. Djibouti hosts military bases from several countries, including the 

United States, China, and France. As such, Djibouti has a vested interest in maintaining stability in the 

region to safeguard its strategic importance. Regional experts have emphasized Djibouti's delicate 

balancing act in managing its diplomatic engagements while safeguarding its geopolitical interests. 
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Analyzing Djibouti's perspective also involves considering its diplomatic initiatives beyond official 

statements. Djibouti has actively engaged in regional forums and multilateral organizations to 

promote dialogue and understanding. By participating in initiatives like the African Union and the 

Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), Djibouti demonstrates its commitment to 

regional collaboration and conflict resolution. These actions contribute to the broader narrative of 

Djibouti's diplomatic efforts in maintaining peace and stability in the Horn of Africa. 

 

D. Sudan's Political Instability: 

The Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement has stirred the geopolitical landscape in the Horn of Africa, 

and its repercussions are felt far beyond the signatory nations. Among the nations navigating the 

intricate web of diplomatic and strategic considerations is Sudan, a country grappling with political 

instability and security challenges. In light of the agreement, Sudan finds itself in a delicate position, 

necessitating a comprehensive examination of its political landscape, security concerns, and 

geographical positioning. Political instability in Sudan has been a longstanding issue, marked by 

transitions and conflicts. To understand the nuances, reports from reputable international 

organizations such as the International Crisis Group and the United Nations can offer valuable insights 

into Sudan's current political situation. Additionally, scholarly articles on Sudan's geopolitical context, 

such as works by experts like Alex de Waal and Ahmed Soliman, provide a deeper understanding of 

the historical and contemporary factors shaping Sudan's stance on regional agreements. 

 

The security challenges faced by Sudan add another layer to its response to the Ethio-Somaliland Red 

Sea Agreement. As Sudan grapples with internal conflicts, its ability to engage effectively in regional 

diplomacy is constrained. A comprehensive analysis of Sudan's security concerns, drawing upon 

reports from organizations like the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) and 

articles by security analysts, can shed light on the specific challenges that may impact its approach to 

the agreement. Geographical positioning also plays a crucial role in Sudan's response, as it shares 

borders with both Ethiopia and Somaliland. Delving into the geographical context through reputable 

sources like the International Boundaries Research Unit (IBRU) will help elucidate the spatial 

dimensions of Sudan's strategic considerations in the context of the Red Sea Agreement. By 

synthesizing information from these diverse sources, this article aims to provide a nuanced 

understanding of Sudan's position and potential reactions in the wake of the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea 

Agreement, offering valuable insights into the broader international implications of this diplomatic 

development. 

 

E. Eritrea's Cautious Assessment: 

The historically tumultuous relationship between Eritrea and Ethiopia has significantly shaped Eritrea's 

response to the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement. Given the long-standing hostility and conflicts 

that have marred their diplomatic history, Eritrea finds itself cautiously navigating the aftermath of 

this new accord. The complexity of the situation is further heightened by Eritrea's official invitation to 

the president of the federal government of Somalia. Regional experts keenly anticipate discussions 

centered on the Ethio-Somaliland gateway Memorandum of Understanding (MoU). Eritrea, being a 
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stakeholder in the Red Sea and Bab al-Mandab strait, is meticulously evaluating the implications of this 

agreement on its national interests. 

 

Eritrea's approach is marked by a careful consideration of the potential impacts on its geopolitical 

standing and regional dynamics. In light of historical tensions with Ethiopia, Eritrea is likely to scrutinize 

the agreement's clauses, seeking to ensure that it does not inadvertently compromise its strategic 

interests in the Red Sea region. This cautious assessment is not merely a reflection of past conflicts 

but also an acknowledgment of the geopolitical significance of the Red Sea and Bab al-Mandab strait. 

Eritrea, along with other stakeholders, recognizes the strategic importance of these waterways for 

global trade and regional security. 

 

Moreover, the invitation extended to the president of the federal government of Somalia adds an 

intriguing layer to Eritrea's stance. The involvement of Somalia, a nation with its own historical 

complexities in the Horn of Africa, underscores the interconnected nature of regional politics. Eritrea's 

careful assessment of the Ethio-Somaliland agreement involves weighing the potential benefits and 

risks associated with the involvement of multiple regional actors. As Eritrea navigates this delicate 

diplomatic landscape, it aims to safeguard its national interests while also considering the broader 

implications for regional stability and cooperation. 

 

F. South Sudan's Peripheral Involvement: 

In the intricate geopolitical landscape surrounding the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement, South 

Sudan's peripheral involvement adds a layer of complexity to the regional dynamics. While not directly 

engaged in the agreement, South Sudan's unique circumstances and strategic positioning can 

potentially influence its stance, indirectly impacting the success and sustainability of the accord. To 

comprehend the indirect support for the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement from South Sudan, it is 

imperative to delve into the nation's domestic challenges, security concerns, and diplomatic 

relationships. 

 

South Sudan, a nation marked by a history of internal conflicts and struggles for stability, faces 

significant domestic challenges that contribute to shaping its foreign policy decisions. Factors such as 

economic instability, ethnic tensions, and ongoing humanitarian crises have ramifications on how the 

country engages with regional agreements. Understanding the nuances of these domestic challenges 

is crucial to gauging South Sudan's indirect support for the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement. 

Valuable insights into South Sudan's internal dynamics can be gleaned from reports by international 

organizations like the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and analyses by experts on 

African geopolitics. 

 

Furthermore, security concerns in South Sudan play a pivotal role in shaping its stance on regional 

agreements. With a history of internal conflicts, South Sudan prioritizes stability and security in its 

foreign policy decisions. Assessing the impact of the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement on South 

Sudan's security landscape is essential to understanding its indirect support. Expert analyses on 
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security dynamics in the region, such as those provided by the International Crisis Group, offer valuable 

perspectives on how South Sudan's security concerns may intersect with the agreement. 

 

Diplomatic relationships also influence South Sudan's posture towards regional agreements. 

Analyzing its ties with neighboring countries and global actors provides a comprehensive picture of its 

foreign policy considerations. Reports from international relations think tanks, such as the Brookings 

Institution, and diplomatic analyses contribute to a nuanced understanding of how South Sudan's 

relationships may factor into the broader diplomatic dance surrounding the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea 

Agreement. By synthesizing information from these diverse sources, a holistic assessment of South 

Sudan's peripheral involvement and its potential impact on the agreement's success can be achieved. 

 

G. Yemen's Anticipated Opposition 

Yemen, a fragile and stateless country, is poised to present a formidable opposition to the Ethio-

Somaliland Red Sea Agreement, given its current status as a Houthi-hosted state. To gain insight into 

Yemen's perspective, a comprehensive analysis of its internal conflicts, geopolitical dynamics, and the 

impact of external actors is imperative. Yemen, suspected of receiving support from foreign powers 

with varied interests in the Gulf of Aden, Bab el Mandeb, and the Red Sea, could further escalate 

tensions in the region. These external actors, constituting a crucial backbone for the Houthis in Yemen, 

wield significant economic and military influence, making their involvement a critical factor in 

understanding Yemen's anticipated stance. 

 

In examining Yemen's internal conflicts, it is essential to delve into the complex web of political and 

tribal rivalries that have contributed to the country's fragility. The Houthi rebels, who control 

substantial portions of Yemen, have been a focal point of contention, both domestically and 

internationally. Their alliance with external actors has not only sustained their grip on power but has 

also intensified the conflict, making Yemen a theater for proxy wars. 

 

Geopolitical dynamics further complicate Yemen's position. The strategic importance of the Gulf of 

Aden, Bab el Mandeb, and the Red Sea has attracted the attention of global powers vying for influence 

and control in the region. Yemen's location makes it a crucial player in the broader geopolitical 

chessboard, and the anticipated Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement could potentially alter the 

power dynamics in a way that Yemen perceives as detrimental to its interests. 

 

The involvement of economically and militarily established countries supporting the Houthi rebels 

adds another layer to Yemen's anticipated opposition. These external actors have vested interests in 

the region's stability and control over key maritime routes. The economic and military support they 

provide to the Houthi rebels not only prolongs the internal conflict but also positions Yemen as a pawn 

in the larger geopolitical game. 

 

In understanding Yemen's stance on the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement, analyses by regional 

experts become paramount. These experts, well-versed in the intricacies of the Yemeni conflict and 

its international dimensions, can provide a nuanced understanding of the factors shaping Yemen's 
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anticipated opposition. Their insights will be crucial in deciphering the complex interplay of internal 

dynamics, geopolitical considerations, and external influences that contribute to Yemen's 

apprehension towards the agreement. 

 

H. Arab League and Muslim Nations Stand 

Arab League's Stand 

Upon the emergence of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), the Arab League was swift to 

voice its concerns. In a joint statement, member countries emphasized the inviolability of Somalia's 

sovereignty and borders. They reiterated the imperative of legally safeguarding Somalia's 

independence. This stance underscores the Arab League's dedication to preserving Somalia's unity 

while sidestepping the question of Somaliland's right to independence. The Arab League's unwavering 

position also garnered support from influential nations like Turkey, further amplifying the significance 

of this regional diplomatic discourse. 

 

Non-Arab Muslim Nation Reactions 

Beyond the Arab League, reactions from various countries within the Muslim world varied. Some 

nations echoed the concerns raised by the Arab League, emphasizing the need to uphold Somalia's 

territorial integrity. Concurrently, a nuanced perspective emerged, particularly from countries 

navigating their geopolitical challenges. For instance, Egypt, embroiled in the Nile River dispute with 

Ethiopia, seemingly utilized the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement as an opportunity to express 

discontent. Despite acknowledging the Nile River dispute, these nations often used it as a pretext to 

voice opposition against perceived violations of Somali borders and rights. 

 

Turkey's Support and Geopolitical Considerations 

Turkey, a key player in the Muslim world, stood firmly with the Arab League in expressing concern over 

the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement. This support indicates a shared commitment to preserving 

the sovereignty of nations in the region. However, geopolitical considerations, including Turkey's 

strategic interests in the Red Sea, also played a role. The intricate balance between expressing 

solidarity with regional allies and safeguarding national interests underscores the complexities 

surrounding such diplomatic developments. 

 

Divergent Perspectives on Somalia's Borders 

While the opposition from the Arab League and some Muslim-majority nations centered on the 

perceived violation of Somali borders and rights, it is crucial to acknowledge the divergent 

interpretations of the situation. Some countries leveraged the opportunity to express concerns over 

the Nile River dispute, adding layers of complexity to the diplomatic discourse. The underlying tension 

between Ethiopia and Egypt, in particular, raises questions about how regional conflicts intertwine 

with broader geopolitical considerations. 
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6.2. International Implications 

The broader implications of the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement extend beyond the immediate 

parties involved. As this partnership unfolds, global players such as China, the United States, and 

European nations will likely recalibrate their strategies and interests in the region. The Red Sea's 

strategic significance in global trade and geopolitics positions the agreement as a focal point for major 

powers. The reaction of these international stakeholders will depend on how they perceive the 

balance of power, economic opportunities, and security implications in the evolving dynamics of the 

Red Sea region. 

 

Reactions of International Stakeholders 

China's growing presence in Africa and its strategic investments in infrastructure projects make it a 

key observer of the Ethio-Somaliland agreement. The United States, with its strategic interests in the 

Horn of Africa, will likely assess the impact on its regional influence. European nations, historically 

involved in the affairs of the region, may also recalibrate their policies in response to the changing 

dynamics. As the diplomatic dance unfolds, the reactions of these international stakeholders will 

shape the future trajectory of the Red Sea region, influencing alliances, economic partnerships, and 

security collaborations on a global scale. 

 

7. Future Prospects 

7.1. Enhanced Economic Cooperation 

The Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement is poised to stimulate increased economic collaboration 

between Ethiopia and Somaliland. The strategic location of Somaliland along the Red Sea offers a 

gateway for Ethiopia to access vital maritime trade routes. Joint infrastructure projects, particularly in 

the development of ports and transportation networks, present a promising avenue for economic 

growth in both regions. As outlined by the World Bank (2022), collaborative efforts in infrastructure 

development have the potential to spur job creation, enhance trade efficiency, and promote overall 

economic development. 

 

Potential for Joint Infrastructure Projects 

One of the key drivers of economic growth under the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement is the 

prospect of joint infrastructure projects. The development of shared ports and transportation 

networks not only facilitates smoother trade between Ethiopia and Somaliland but also serves as a 

catalyst for regional development. According to a report by the African Development Bank (2023), 

strategic infrastructure investments can have a multiplier effect on the economy, creating synergies 

that extend beyond bilateral relations. Moreover, such projects may attract foreign direct investment, 

further fueling economic growth in the long run. 

 

Job Creation and Economic Growth 

The collaborative infrastructure projects envisioned under the agreement have the potential to 

generate employment opportunities and stimulate economic growth. A study conducted by the 
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International Labour Organization (ILO, 2023) emphasizes the positive correlation between 

infrastructure development and job creation. As both Ethiopia and Somaliland pool resources for joint 

ventures, local communities stand to benefit from increased employment opportunities, thereby 

contributing to poverty reduction and socioeconomic advancement. 

 

7.2. Trade Facilitation and Expansion 

One of the primary outcomes of the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement is the potential for 

enhanced trade facilitation and expansion. With improved access to the Red Sea through Somaliland's 

strategic ports, Ethiopia stands to benefit from a substantial boost in its import and export activities. 

This increased access could pave the way for the exploration of new trade routes, diversifying 

Ethiopia's trade portfolio and reducing its dependency on existing channels. Additionally, the 

agreement has the potential to contribute to the reduction of transportation costs, as shorter and 

more efficient routes become available. This, in turn, can lead to a more competitive and cost-effective 

trade environment for both nations. 

 

7.3. Strategic Geopolitical Alliance 

The Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement has the potential to lay the foundation for a closer 

geopolitical alliance between Ethiopia and Somaliland. Both nations recognize the strategic 

importance of the Red Sea, a vital maritime route connecting the Mediterranean Sea to the Indian 

Ocean. The collaboration signifies a shared commitment to securing their interests in the region, with 

a focus on economic development and maritime security. This alliance could lead to enhanced 

diplomatic ties, fostering cooperation on various fronts, including trade, security, and infrastructure 

development. 

 

Regional Stability and Cooperation 

A strengthened diplomatic alliance between Ethiopia and Somaliland has broader implications for 

regional stability. As neighboring nations navigate complex geopolitical dynamics, a united front could 

contribute to a more stable Red Sea region. By pooling their resources and expertise, Ethiopia and 

Somaliland may address common challenges such as piracy, smuggling, and territorial disputes. The 

collaboration may extend to joint efforts in promoting economic development, ultimately fostering a 

more secure and stable environment in the region. 

 

7.4. Foreign Direct Investment in the Horn of Africa 

The prospect of enhanced political stability and cooperation can position the Horn of Africa as an 

attractive destination for foreign direct investment (FDI). Stable regions are more likely to garner 

interest from global investors seeking long-term opportunities. According to the World Bank, stable 

political environments are crucial for attracting FDI, as investors are more inclined to commit resources 

to areas with lower risks and uncertainties (World Bank, 2019). The Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea 

Agreement, by fostering a cooperative atmosphere, has the potential to increase the flow of foreign 

capital into both Ethiopia and Somaliland. 
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Strategic Implications for the Red Sea Region 

Beyond the bilateral relationship, the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement has broader implications 

for the Red Sea region. The agreement may serve as a model for other nations in the region to engage 

in diplomatic dialogues and collaborations, contributing to a more integrated and interconnected 

regional community. As countries work together to address shared challenges, such as maritime 

security and trade facilitation, the Red Sea region can become a hub for economic growth and 

development. 

 

7.5. Resource Sharing and Joint Development 

At the heart of the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement lies the prospect of resource sharing and joint 

development, a pivotal aspect with far-reaching implications. Shared fisheries initiatives can be 

modeled on successful international collaborations, such as the ones outlined in the United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). By adhering to sustainable fishing practices, Ethiopia and 

Somaliland can ensure the preservation of marine ecosystems, which are essential for both nations' 

economic well-being. 

 

Moreover, joint development projects related to energy resources can address the growing energy 

demands of both nations. This could involve the exploration and utilization of renewable energy 

sources, aligning with global efforts to combat climate change. The implementation of 

environmentally sustainable practices in resource extraction and energy production not only benefits 

the two nations directly involved but also contributes to the global discourse on responsible and 

ethical development. 

 

7.6. Security and Counterterrorism Cooperation 

The Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement also presents an opportunity for Ethiopia and Somaliland to 

join forces in addressing security challenges, particularly in the context of counterterrorism efforts. 

The Horn of Africa has grappled with instability and security threats, making collaborative measures 

crucial for regional peace. By pooling their resources and intelligence capabilities, Ethiopia and 

Somaliland may create a more robust defense against common security threats. This not only 

strengthens the security apparatus of both nations but also contributes to the overall stability of the 

Horn of Africa. 

 

Collaborative Security Measures and Regional Stability 

Building on the foundation of security cooperation, collaborative measures between Ethiopia and 

Somaliland have the potential to significantly contribute to stability and peace in the Horn of Africa. A 

joint commitment to tackling issues such as maritime piracy, transnational crime, and border security 

can foster an environment conducive to economic development and social progress. Moreover, a 

stable Horn of Africa is in the interest of the international community, as it mitigates the risk of regional 

conflicts and humanitarian crises. As Ethiopia and Somaliland navigate this diplomatic dance, the 

implementation of effective security measures stands out as a key factor in realizing the broader vision 

of a stable and prosperous Horn of Africa. 
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7.7. Challenges and Disputes 
While there are potential benefits, there may also be challenges However, amidst the optimism, 

challenges loom on the horizon. Disagreements over the implementation of the agreement, resource 

allocation, and differing geopolitical interests present potential stumbling blocks. In-depth analysis by 

geopolitical experts points to the complexities of managing shared resources and navigating the 

delicate balance of national interests. These challenges necessitate a nuanced approach to diplomatic 

engagement and continuous dialogue between the parties involved. 

 

Future negotiations and diplomatic efforts will be crucial to addressing and mitigating these challenges 

To navigate these challenges, future negotiations and diplomatic efforts will be paramount. The 

involvement of neutral mediators and international organizations, as suggested by regional experts 

may facilitate constructive dialogue and help find common ground. Moreover, establishing robust 

dispute resolution mechanisms within the framework of the agreement will be crucial for preventing 

potential conflicts. As the parties involved move forward, it is imperative to prioritize open 

communication, transparency, and a commitment to finding mutually acceptable solutions, ensuring 

the long-term success and sustainability of the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement. 

 

7.8. Regional Integration 

The Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement has the potential to act as a catalyst for broader regional 

integration initiatives in the Horn of Africa. According to a report by the International Institute for 

Strategic Studies (IISS, 2023), the agreement could inspire neighboring countries to explore similar 

diplomatic and economic partnerships. This domino effect of collaboration may lead to the 

establishment of a more integrated and interconnected regional framework, fostering stability and 

prosperity. The IISS report suggests that by aligning their interests and working towards common 

goals, nations in the Horn of Africa can address shared challenges and create a conducive environment 

for sustainable development. 

 

7.9. Impact on Maritime Security 

One of the critical aspects of the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement is its potential impact on 

maritime security in the region. The Red Sea has been a hotspot for piracy and other security 

challenges, making the cooperation between Ethiopia and Somaliland particularly significant. 

Enhanced collaboration between the two nations could contribute to a more secure maritime 

environment, deterring piracy and ensuring the free flow of goods and services. 

 

To assess the agreement's implications on maritime security, researchers should analyze the specific 

security provisions within the agreement and evaluate their potential effectiveness. Additionally, 

understanding the historical context of maritime security challenges in the Red Sea region can provide 

valuable insights into the agreement's significance. Real references to past successful collaborations 

in maritime security can serve as benchmarks for evaluating the potential success of the Ethio-

Somaliland agreement in addressing shared security concerns. 
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7.10. Future Steps or Developments 
a. Economic Cooperation 

One of the primary anticipated outcomes is enhanced economic cooperation. The agreement opens 

avenues for trade, investment, and infrastructure development between Ethiopia and Somaliland. This 

could lead to the creation of a more robust economic partnership, benefiting both nations. 

 

b. Maritime Security 

With the Red Sea being a key maritime route, the agreement may foster collaboration in maritime 

security. Joint efforts in combating piracy, ensuring safe navigation, and protecting shipping lanes 

could contribute to regional stability and economic growth. 

 

c. Energy Collaboration 

Ethiopia's burgeoning energy sector may see collaboration with Somaliland. Shared initiatives in 

renewable energy projects or the development of pipelines for resource transportation could be 

explored, contributing to energy security in the region. 

 

d. Regional Stability 

The agreement has the potential to contribute to regional stability by strengthening ties between 

Ethiopia and Somaliland. If successful, it could set a positive precedent for other nations in the Horn 

of Africa, fostering a more stable and cooperative regional environment. 

 

e. Cross-Border Infrastructure 

The development of cross-border infrastructure projects, such as roads and railways, is a likely 

prospect. This could facilitate smoother movement of goods and people, promoting economic 

integration and development in both nations. 

 

f. Cultural Exchanges 

Increased diplomatic ties often lead to cultural exchanges. The agreement could pave the way for 

enhanced people-to-people connections, fostering mutual understanding and appreciation of each 

other's cultures. 

 

g. Tourism Boost 

Somaliland's potential as a tourist destination could be realized through joint promotional efforts. This 

collaboration might lead to the development of tourism infrastructure and initiatives, attracting 

visitors from Ethiopia and beyond. 

 

h. Water Resource Management 

Given Ethiopia's position as the "Water Tower of Africa," cooperation in water resource management 

is crucial. The agreement might prompt joint efforts to address water-related challenges, ensuring 

sustainable use of shared resources. 
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i. Scientific and Educational Collaboration 

The diplomatic ties could extend to scientific research and educational partnerships. Joint research 

initiatives, student exchange programs, and academic collaborations may emerge, contributing to the 

intellectual growth of both nations. 

 

j. Agricultural Cooperation 

Collaboration in the agricultural sector is another potential avenue. Sharing expertise, technology, and 

best practices could enhance agricultural productivity and food security in both Ethiopia and 

Somaliland. 

 

k. Climate Change Mitigation 

Addressing climate change challenges could be on the agenda. Both nations may collaborate on 

climate resilience projects, reaffirming their commitment to sustainable development in the face of 

environmental threats. 

 

l. Investment Opportunities 

The agreement may attract foreign investments into both Ethiopia and Somaliland. The assurance of 

diplomatic stability could encourage investors to explore opportunities in various sectors, fostering 

economic growth. 

 

m. Diplomatic Influence 

The strengthened ties could enhance both nations' diplomatic influence on the global stage. 

Collaborative efforts in international forums may amplify their voices and contribute to shaping 

regional policies. 

 

n. Potential Challenges and Mitigation 

While prospects are promising, challenges may arise. Addressing issues promptly through diplomatic 

channels, and maintaining open communication will be crucial to overcoming potential hurdles and 

ensuring the long-term success of the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement. 
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8. Conclusion 
In conclusion, the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement marks a significant milestone in the diplomatic 

landscape, fostering collaboration between Ethiopia and Somaliland in the strategically vital Red Sea 

region. The agreement, with its roots deeply embedded in the historical context of the relationship 

between the two entities, not only signifies a commitment to mutual cooperation but also addresses 

geopolitical intricacies that have shaped their interactions. The diplomatic significance of the accord 

extends beyond its immediate participants, carrying implications for regional stability and global 

dynamics. 

 

As outlined in the objectives of the agreement, Ethiopia and Somaliland aim to achieve a spectrum of 

goals ranging from economic prosperity to enhanced security. The mutual benefits are substantial, 

with the pact fostering trade opportunities, resource sharing, and investment prospects that promise 

to bolster the economies of both nations. On the political front, the agreement strengthens diplomatic 

ties, contributing to regional stability. The collaboration also addresses security concerns, particularly 

in countering terrorism and ensuring maritime security, underscoring the multifaceted advantages for 

both parties. 

 

However, challenges and concerns should not be overlooked. Historical or existing issues may pose 

obstacles to the successful implementation of the agreement. Considering the perspectives of various 

stakeholders, both domestic and international, is crucial in navigating potential roadblocks. 

Acknowledging and addressing these challenges will be essential for sustaining the positive trajectory 

set by the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement. 

 

Internationally, the agreement's implications reverberate across the geopolitical landscape. The 

reactions of neighboring countries and international organizations are integral to understanding the 

broader impact. Collaborations or conflicts may emerge, shaping the future trajectory of the Red Sea 

region. Striking a balance between cooperation and potential conflicts will be pivotal in navigating the 

evolving dynamics and ensuring the sustainability of the agreement's positive outcomes. 

 

Looking ahead, the future prospects of the Ethio-Somaliland Red Sea Agreement hold promise for 

transformative change. The long-term outcomes are poised to influence the broader geopolitical 

landscape, with potential ramifications extending far beyond the immediate participants. As the 

agreement unfolds, it is essential to monitor how it shapes the dynamics of the Red Sea region and 

consider the ripple effects on global diplomatic relations. The evolution of this diplomatic dance holds 

the potential to redefine alliances, reshape geopolitical strategies, and contribute to the broader 

discourse on cooperation in a complex and interconnected world. 
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